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H E Concern which all ferions Chriſtians ought to have for 
the Cauſe of Hirtue, and the Intereſt of Practical Religion, 
will eaſily plead my kxcuſe for 2ddrefling my ſelf to you up- 
con dis occaſion, and after ſo pablick a manner. It is nat the 
Defign of this trouble I give you, to detract from that Character which 
you have beſtow'd on the Germteman, at whole Funeral the Sermon now 
before me was preach'd: So far from that, that I yejoyce in it; and hear: 
tily wiſh that it may have ſo good an effect upon all who read it, as to 
engage them to ſtudy to doſerve the like. Nor is it my Deſign to lend 
an hand to the expoſing you to the World: As it would be a vain pre- 
ſumption in an obſcure Perſon to pretend to leffec 2 Reputation ſo eſtablſh- 
ech as yours; fol hope 1, have Senſe enough of my Chriſtian Duty, t 
induce me to abhor ſo baſe and unchriſtian an Intention But the ſame 
_ Chriſtian Duty which forbids me to do this, engageth me to expreſs a Con- 
cern upon all occaſions for the Caufe of Religion, and to contribute all 
in my Power, towards the right underſtanding the nature of Virtue, and 
the Maxims and Precepts laid down in Holy Scripture. To ſpeak plainly, 
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2 mon, permit mme. 
I. To repreſent to you what ſe ms to me the true Intention of S PA 
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=x by eig t0.your bog Gwe Ge concerning your © 

\ 5; os of. proceeding in the Argument you have undertaken. | 

L J. I beg leaye to repreſeyt to you what ſeems, ro me to be en | 
tention of St. Paul in that place ( 1 Cor, 1 5. Ref: from- whence you yy 
taken the Riſe of your Diſcourſe. - - = 
As to thię, I need not obſerve to you. . 15 is there Irgoing GONE i 
ſome very. weak Perſons in the Church of Corinth, who profeſſed to belieye 5 "A 
in Jeſus Chriſt, and yet denyed the general Reſurrection at the laſt day, and, 
conſequently che Rewards of a future (tate. In anſwer to theſe Perſons, © 
he fir ſt eſtabliſheth the Certainty of the Refurrection of Chrift melt 1 
upon the Teſtimony of many credible Witneſſes, who ſaw him, and; con- 
verſed with him after his ReſurreQion ; from Verſe the Firſt to Verſe te F 
Twelfth. From the Reſurrection of Chriſt, by which Almi ghty God | 
profeſſedly gave the World 2 pledge and Aſſurance of the Reſartedtion of C 
other dead Men, he proceeds to Argue that others alſo ſhall ariſe frog 
the dead. For if it be falſe that other Men ſhall riſe from te 
dead, then Will it follow that ir is falſe that Chriſt is riſen from tle 
dead, God having conſtituted his Reſurrection an Aſſurance. of their Re- 
ſurrection, and made the one as certainly re-come, as the vrher is certain- 
ly paſt. If theref re the ne be not certainly to come, it will follow that 4 
the other is not rtaiply paſt, Bur the Reſürrection of Chriſt. is certainl7ß 
paſt, as have already proved fromthe Teſtimony of Eye-Wiunefles : There-- 
tore the Suppolition that orners ſhall not ariſe, from whence the contrary . - 
would follow, is falſe; and conſequently, other Men will likewiſe ariſe from 
the Dead. This ſeems to me to be the Apoſtle's Argument, as may ap- 
pear-more plainly, if ve connect the Twentieth Verſe to the Thirteenth, > 
and read the 14, 15, 16, IT. 18, 19, as included in a Parent hes; 
for the whole Irgument appears in thoſe two Verſes thus' connected. vas - 
13. If there will be no Reſurrection of the Dead, it will. follow fm 
hence that Chriſt bimſelf is not riſen,. Ver, 20. But Chriſt himſelf is cer- 
tainly riſen, and become the firſt: fruits of them that ſleep; there fore 3 
they alſo hall certainly ariſe ; Which Concluſion he farther-purſucs and "2 
illatrates, In chat A, is he goes on to urge upon thoſe eak Be- - 
lievers the Go Conſequences of t that Abſurdity he had reduced them to, That +: 
Chriſt was not riſen; inſtead of immediately purſuing his main Argu- 
ment, turning off a little to ſomething incidental. to if, (as we ſind hm 
often doing i in other Arguments, ) an | ſpeaking ro them to this-purpoſe; Wh 
Ver. 14. And if Ghriſt-be not riſen, as is imply d in your Denial of tb "I 
: ReſurreQion of other Men, it is the vaineſt and moſt fruitleſs. thing jma- \*— 
ginable forms to preach him, or for you. to believe in him. Ver. 1% Nay, 
for our parts wo {hall be found falſe witneſſes for God, becauſe weave 4 
pretended to witneſs that God bath raiſed Chriſt from the Dead, whomin  \ 6 
truth he hath not Nis ho if ic be true that other Dead Perſons ſhall __ {7 3 
- ariſe. ( Ver. 6. For I muſt rel you again, this is the Conſequence of your... I 
Opiaion, if; it he true that the Dead (ball nor ariſecit follews. from hence, - = 3 
as 1 ſhew: d. 75 before, that Chriſt j is not himſelf 3 — } Ver. T2: Ang: tory... 
e * e ds e zineſt tin 5 . 
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HE Concern which all ſerious Chriſtians ought to have for 
the Cauſe of Firtue, and the Intereſt of Practical Religion, 
will eafily plead my Excuſe'for 2ddrefling my ſelf to you up- 
a a on this occaſion. and after ſo publick 2 manner. It is nat the 
Deſign of this trouble I give you, to detract from that CHaracter which 
you have beſtow d on the Gentleman, at whole Funeral the Sermon now 
before me was preach'd: So far from that, that 1 rejoyce in it; and hear - 
tily wiſh that it may have ſo good an effect upon all who read it, as to 
engage them to ſtudy to deſerve the like. Nor is it my Deſign to lend 
any hand to the expoſing you to the World: As it would be a vain pre- 
ſumption in an obſcure Perſon to pretend to leſſen a Reputation ſo eſtablſh- 
| ech as yours; ſol hope 1 have Senſe enough of my Chriſtian Duty, te 
* induce me to abhor ſo baſe and unchriſtian an Intention But the ſame 
' Chriſtian Duty which forbids me to do this, engageth me to expreſs a Con- 
cern upon all occaſions for the Caufe of Religion, and to contribute all 
in my Power, towards the right underſtanding the nature of Virtue, and 
the Marims and Precepts laid down in Holy Scripture. To ſpeak plainly, 
The Doctrine deliver'd in your late Sermon at the Funeral ot Mr. B. hath 
offeuded many ſerious, and underſtanding Chriſtians; who cannot but 
eſteem it falſe and pernicious in ir ſelf, and utterly foreign from the intenti- 
on of St. Paul, on whom in great meaſure you fix it. This is the true 
Reaſon of the trouble I now give you: And I do it after a Publick man- 
ner, becauſe the Doctrine you have delivered is now Publick, becauſe 
ie: s fit rhat in ſo important a ma tter every one ſhould ſee what can be ſaid 
„ don each ſide, and judge themiſelves concerning the meaning of the Apoſtle, 
And the Truth of the matter; and becauſe you may probably be more ef. 
: fectually engag'd by this means either to defend your Doctrine with ſtron- 
ger Arguments, or tq retract it in as, publick a manner as you have geli- 
Lvered it: One of which cannot but think the Duty of a Chriſtian Dj- 
vine, when ſuch Objections are propos'd to Rim, in any important matter, 
⁊ẽẽs ſeem to have ſome Weight in them, and upptar to proctetl from nd o- 
ther Principle but a Deſire that Truth may prevail. D «Oe 
Ing3u order therefore, to contribute ſomething, to the Satisfaction of 
- = Gthers, and to engage your ſelf to review with all ſerious Impartiality the 
C  Doctrinal part of your late Sermon, permit me. . 
I. To repreſent to you whar ſeems to me the true Intention of St Paul 
in that Paſlage, from whence you have taken the Riſe of your Diſcourſe. I 
II. lo endeavour to ſhew you from henpe, tow extreamly foreign from 
_- that purpiſe of the Apoſtle, your Diſcourſe is, both as to what yop have 
'. > expreſly fixed upon him, and as to what you inſinuate to be ageeable tq hits 
3 purpoſe, rho not neceſſarily irfply'd in the Letter of the Tt. 


2 


— 
. 0 * 


III. To endesvour to make you ſenſible, that the Doctrine yau have 
A clivered is as false in it ſelf, as it is remote from the Intention of St. 
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conſequently che Rewards of a future (tate. In anſwer to theſe Perſons, © © 
he firit eftabliſheth the Certainty of the Re ſurrection of Chriſt humſelf, 9 
upon the Teſtimony of many credible Witneſſes, who ſaw him, and; con- 
verſed with him after his ReſurreQion ; from Verſe the Firſt to Verſe the 
Twelfth. From the Reſurrection of Chrift, by which Almighty God 
profeſſedly-gave the World a Pledge and Aſſurance of the Reſurrection f 
other dead Men, he proceeds to Argue that others alſo ſhall ariſe from. , |} 
the dead. For if it be falſe that other Men ſhall riſe from the 
dead, then will it follow that ir is falſe that Chriſt is riſen from tle 
dead, God having conſtituted his Reſurrection an Aſſurance of their Rẽ 
ſurrection, and made the one as certainly te · come, as the other is certain= = | 
ly paſt. If therefyre the one be not certainly to come, it vill follow that 
the other is not Engi paſt, But the Reſurrection of C hriſt is certainly 

paſt, as [have already proved from the Te ſtimony of Eye - Witneſſes: T mr 

tore rhe Suppoſition that others ſhall not ariſe, from whence rhe cunrrary . 

would follow, is falſe; and conſequently, other Men will lxewiſe ariſe from 

the Dead, 1 his ſcems to me to be the Apoſtle's Argument, as may aps 
pear-more plainly, if we connect the Twentieth Verſe to the Thirteenth, 

and read the 14, 15, 16, . 18, 19, as included in a Parent heſi 17 

for the whole Argument appears in thoſe two Verſes thus connected. Ver. 

13. If there will be no Reſurrection of che Dead, it will follow from 
hence that Chriſt himſelf! is not riſen. Ver, 20. But Chriſt himſelf is er- 
tainly riſen, and become the Firſt fruits of them that ſleep; ther: fore 
they alſo ſhall certainly ariſe : Which Concluſion he farther. purſues avd 
illultrates. In that Parentheſis he goes on to urge upon thoſe weak Be-. 7 
lievers the Conſequences of thar Abſurdity he had reduced them to, That. - 
Chriſt was not riſen; inſtead of immediately purſuing his main Argu- 
ment; turning off a little to ſomething incidental to if, (as we ſind him 
ofren doing i in orher Arguments, ) and {peaking to them to this purpoſe; 
Ver. 14. And if Chriſt be not riſen, as is imply d in your Denial of the 83 
Reſurrectiog of other Men, it is the vameſt and moſt fruitleſs thing ima-̃ 
ginable for us to preach him, or for you to believe in him. Ver. 1 5,-Nay, g 4 
tor our parts.wc {hall be found falſe witneſſes for God, becguſe We have 
pretended to witneſs that God hath raiſed Chriſt from the Dead, hom in 9 
truth he hath not raiſed, if it be true that other Dead Per ſons ſhall never 
ariſe, { Ver. 16. For [myſt tell you again, this is the Conſequence of our 
Opinion, if it be true that the Dead ſhall not ariſecit folews from hence, 

as I ſhew d Fou before, that Chriſt is not himſelf riſen.} Ver. 17. And for- 


Your PRs Trcll you again Ss be not he aa the e . bs. ; 


8 Poul, by "offering to your thovghrs ſome Obſervations concerning) vr 
manner of proceeding in the Argument you have undertaken. 4 
; I. I beg leave to repreſent to you what ſeems, to me to be the true Tn 
7 tention of St. Paul in that place (i Cor, 1 Fe 19.) from whence you have 3 
r taken the Riſe of your Diſcourſe. | ; ; 4 
on, As to this, I need not obſerve to you, that bei 18 there arguing in 4 
p- ſome very weak Perſons in the Church of Corinth, v ho profeſſed to believe "uy 2 } 
he in Jeſus Chriſt, and yet denyed the general Reſurrection ar the laſt day, and 2. 
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World for you to believe in him. You cannot by this hope for any Juſtificati- 
on, ot Acquittance from the Guilt and Puniſhment of your Sins, which you 
have been encouraged to hope for: For God promiſeth no juſtification, but up- 
on ſuppoſition of Chyiſt's Reſurrection, who died for our Sins, and aroſe again 


or our puſtiſcation. Ver. 18. Nay, if Chriſt be not riſen, it follows that all thoſe 


you pretend to commemorate with Honour, why are you fo fooliſh as ta 
deny the Reſurrection of Men at the laſt Day, which by conſequence, you 


— 


where the Apoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf to this effect: 76 what purpoſe 
For what advantage do I endure thoſe grievous Perſecutious, whi . 
as it were a continual and daily Death, for the ſake of my Profeſſion, if it 


| who are now dead in Chriſt; all who. have laid down their Lives for his 
| ſake, have loſt their Labour, and are utterly periſh'd without hope. Now 


if you would not be thought thus to reffect on thoſe glorious Martyrs, whom 


ſee, deſtroys rhe certainty of Chriſt's own Reſurrection, and by that means 
reflects ſo highly upon thoſe who have died, in and for his Faith, Then 


follows your Text, Ver. 19. In one word, this Abſurdity of Chriſt's not 
being ariſen from the Dead (which follows from your denial of a general 
Reſurrection) makes the Condition of all who now believe in him much 


more miſerable than that of other Men. For if our Hope in Chriſt do not 


extend it ſelf to another Life, and we do not conſider, and believe in him 


as a Perſon raiſed from the Dead, and now alive in another and better 


the ſake of a Perſon who is utterly ext inct, and unable to do us any Ser- 


vice in this World, and much leſs in another. After his having urged | 


theſe Abſurdities upon thoſe weak and imperfect Relievers, he reſumes his 


Chriſtianity then expoſed irs Profeſſors to, is evident from Ver, 30, 31,32» 


ch are 


j 


fate, we Chriſtians, confider'd in the preſent Circumſtances of things, 

and in the midſt of thoſe conſtant and bitter Perſecutions in which we live, 
are the moſt to be pity'd, and indeed the moſt miſerable of all Men; being 
expoſed to the moſt gaievous Sufferings not only for a Falſhood, but for 


Argument, Ver. 20. and proceeds in it, as I have before obſerv d. That 
hae ſpeaks this merely with reſpect to the bitter Sufferings the Profeſſion of 


and 


be not true at laſt, that there is à Reſurrection and a Future State, in 


which I may hope for a Reward? pon this Suppoſit ion, that we muſt utterly 
' periſh at Death, it were better and wiſer for us not to profeſs a groundleſs | 
Faith, which expoſeth us now to continual Perſecutions without any advan- 
rage, but rather to take ſuch Methods as that we may enjoy the Neceſſaries | 
and Conventences of Life, as quietly, and with as little diſturbance as 


our Neighbours, Thus, much may ſuffice for the eſtabliſhing, and making 


clear the Apoſsles Reaſoning, and Inteption, in this Place, I proceed now,, 
II. To endeavour to ſhew you how extremely foreign from this purpoſe | 


+ 4 


' 


/ 


pf the Apoſtle, your Diſcourſe is, with reſpe& both to what you have ex- 
prelly fixed upon m, and to what you inſinuatè to be agreeable to his 
> Purpoſe, tho not neceflarily imply'd in the Letter of the Text. 1 


Hirſt, You are pleas'd to call your Text à Conceſſion which Saint Paul 


" openly makes to this purpoſe, I all the Penefits we expect from the Chri., 
ſttian Inſtitution were confined within the bounds of thu preſent Life, and 
e bad no hopes of 8 better ſlate after thu, of A great and laſinig Re 
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on in a Life to come, we d Neould be be the mo ft det and 

' wretched of creatures; all other Sorts and Sects of Men would evidently 

| have the Advantage of us, and a much ſurer Title to Happineſs than we, 
This is what you expreſly, and in ſo many Words, fix upon the wk dei as his 
Deſign in this Paſſage, P. 3. Ed 8 vo. 5 

Now we uſually, I think, call that a Conceſſion which-i is yielded to an 
Adverſary, and contended for by him; not that which be is unwilling to 
own, and which upon that account we urge upon him, in order to oblige. 
him to difown ſomething elfe from which that follows. And this I take '1 
to be the Caſe here. The Apoſtle is not conceding to thoſe weak Believers 
any thing they contended for, but is manifeſtly urging them with ſomething, , 
| which he thought would ſtartle them; an Abſurdity they were not aware of, in 
order to oblige them todiſown that Error from which this Abſuraity follows. - 4 
He ſeems to ſpeak to them to this purpoſe. Your Denial of the General Re- 
ſurrection implies in it a Denial of Chriſt's Reſurrection, and the denial of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection by conſequence proves his Diſciples in theſe times the 
molt miſerable, and the moſt weak of all Men, who by profeſſing to believe 
in one who is utterly periſhed, expoſe themſelves to the moſt grievous ber- 
ſecutions. If therefore you would not bring this Scandal upon your own | 
Proteſſion, you muſt not hold ſuch an Opinion as manifeſtly, tends to it in 
its Conſequences, This is evidently no Conceſſion, bur what we call Ar 
gumentum ab Abſurdo,” which is a very different thing. . 

But to let this paſs; the main Queſtion is; Whether your Paraphraſe 
upon your Text be juſt, and well-grounded. There are two Parts of it, 
and, as I think, both very foreign from the 4pofte's purpoſe, 1. Thar, 
upon the Suppoſi tion he makes in the Text, We Chriſtians ſhowld be the 
moſt abandoned and wretched of Creatures. 2. That, upon the ſame 
Suppolition, al other Sorts and Sets of Men would evidently have the 
Alvantage of i, and a much ſurer Title to Happineſs than we. I fy 
borh theſe are fixed upon the Apoſtle without any ground. 

For, 1. the Apoſtle doth not appear to havè once thought of loch 3 
Gabat Compariſon as the eſtate of good Chriſtiant, in this World, | 
and thr eſtate of Brutes, unleth the Word which we tranſlate Men can be 4 
proved to fignify Beaſts alſo: And much leſs to have deſigned, by an A. 
ſertion limited to the Times of moſt grievous Perſecutions, to determine | 
that, even in rhe ordinary and quiet courſe of GO D's Frovidenee, Good If 
Chri ſtians are more miſerabie than Beaſts, in this World, as it is FA mo 4 
intend in what you here fix upon the Apoſtle. | | — 

2. The Apoſtle dot h not ſay that, upon the Suppo\ ition in the Texr; 4 ll 
other Sorts and Sects of Men have a Ne Title to Happineſs than true Chr. 
ttiaas: Unleſs you can make chat a general Propoſition, and aceommo- 
date it to all Times, which he hath made a particular one, hy accommo- 
daring i it manifeftly to the Times only of the bittereſt Perſecutions: Lit- 
tlè imagining that their Unhappineſs proceeded from their {tri Obſer va - 
tion of the Moral Rules of their Profeition, (as you expreſly mainrain) : 
or from any other Cauſe, but the aceidental barbarity of the Wes bon ; 
them at that time tovards all ho . 0 aich in Sour Ebre, 0 


- 


—_— 


Fe Va | wg (69. YT „ 
1 obſerve that you firſt propoſe FA your own words are 70 


Secondly 
. (ew the tended Truth / of the Apoſtles Conceſſion, and then perform 
this, by urging it ſomewhat farther ham the Letter of the Text will carry 
#5: Which is indeed a new way of proving the Truth of his Conceſſion, 
VIZ. by making Conceſſions of your own, and then labouring the Proof of 
them. But you would, to be ſure, infinuate by this, that theſe Conceſ- 
ens (as you call them) which you here illuſtrate, are agreeable to, the 


De gn, tho' not to the Letter of the Text, Nay, Pag. 9 you expreſly 
f them upon the Apoſtle, and call the Argument, into vhich you 
| have pur theſe Conceſſions, that great Argument for a furure State, which | 
is urged by St. Paul in the Words before us. 
Thirdly, You cannor, therefore, blame me if I be ſo a leſt any 

- well meaning Perſons ſhould be deceiv'd by this, as to give them notice 
that there is nothing in the Apoſtles Words, or Delign, which bears the, 
leaſt re ſemblance to what you here ſcem to fix upon him, For, 1. He is 
as far from ſaying that were there no Life after this, Men would realy be 
more miſerable than Beaſts (as yo. r Words are) as it is well poſſible to be 
imagine d, as may appear by comparing this Eropoſition with the Propeller 


of St. Paul in the Text, wiz. That if Chriſtians had no hopes in Chriſt, as 


ariſen from the Dead, and now alive at God's Right-hand. they were the 


moſt miſerable of all Men, ts expoſe themſelvss to the bittereſt perſe- N 
cutions for the ſake of a Falſhosd, and of a Mau utterly extinũt, and un- 


able to afſifl, or reward them; as they did at the time when this was writ- 
ten. If che former of theſe propoſitions bear any relation (even the 
moſt diſtant poſſible) to the latter; nay, if the ſame Perfon who main- 
tains the latter, may not juſtly abhor and deteſt the former, 1 eo fels 1 
nnderfand nothing of Logick or Good ſenſe By what Right, therefore, 


you have in any ſort charged th s fond Opinion of your own upon ſo great : 


an Author, I leave to Du to conſider, and to every ſerious Reader to judge. 
Neither, 2. Can any ſuch Propoſition be built upon the Apoſile*s Words as 


your ſecond, Viz, That were there no Life after thu, the beſt Men would 
be often the mo## miſerable, mean in the Senſe in which you your ſelf 


aftcrwards explain it; nay, nor in any Senſe which I can think of. That 
this beſt Men are ſometimes i in this {tare the moſt miſerable, as tar as the 
= Evils of this World can make them fo, may poſſibly be true: Bur it is e- 
qually true, het her you ſuppoſe a Future ſtate, or ſuppoſe it not. But 
1 deny that the Evils of this World which they {omerimes experience, as 
you have repreſented them, arc-ſufficient to prove the Wicked more truly 
happy than the Yirigous, even in this ſtare, and (uppoſing no Life to 
come. This I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of by and by: At preſent 1 ob- 
ferve that this" Propefition of yours hath no relation to the Deſign of the 
Wepoſtle in the 7exz, which 1 think is very eviden! from hence, that the ſame 
_ perſon may muntain(as the Abo doth inthe Text) that f Chriſtiaus have 
no ground of hope in Jeſus-Chriit as ariſen from the Dead, and alive in 
another fate, they are the moit iſerablè vf en, as being expoſed by t heir 
Profe Ven to conſtant on bitter Por ſecut ions, without any preſent or future 
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vg the Trorh of 90 Eleeng Propok tion (which is your) wiz. Than 
often the mot 
miſerable; le. as you explain it, that the practice of the Moral Duties of the 


if there were no Life after this, the beſt of men would 


Chriſtian Religion would, in the ordinary and quiet ſtate of this World, 
be 4 greater Unhappineſs to 4 Man than the Neglect and Violation of em. 


This is in truth a Conceſſion; bur ſuch an one, I muſt tell you, as the Apo- 


ſile might abhor, notwichſtanding his Aſſertion in your Text; and ſuch a 


one, as | am ſorry to ſee made by any Preacher of Righteouſneſs, But be- 


fore I come to examine the Truth of theſe two Contesſion;, which you have-. 
here made to the Caule ol Vice, as I propoſed in the laſt place, I muſt 
abſer vs. 

Fourthly, Thar as you have ſadly miſtaken the Apoſtle s Words in your 
Text, ſo you have likewiſe widely wander'd from the Inference he deſigu d 


ſhould be drawn from it. Pag.8, 9. For he is not urging here an Argu- 


ment, which ſhould conclude abſolutely in favour of a future State. His 


main and concluſive argument for the General Re ſurrection is the Reſur- 


rection of Chriſt, which he reſumes in the next Verſe, © Bur here he is 
preſſing them vith ſome Conſiderations, which he judged wopld peculiarly | 


move them, and endeavours to make them ſenſible of the bad tendency of 


their falſe Opinion, which they were ſo weak as nor to ſee, by "Words to 
this effect: By denying the General Reſurrection, you call in queſtion the 
Reſurrection ef Chrift himſelf: and by doing thi you make Chriitians the 
»oſt miſerable of men; to expoſe themſelves by their Profeſcion to bitter 
and 1aily Perſecutions, without any Advantage from their Maſter, either 
in this World, or in another, If you would not, therefore, caſt this blot 


upon the Chriſtian Religion. you wp not malut ein ſuch Notions as by con- 


ſequence infer tha. How diſtant is this from the Argument which you 
have cxprelly fixed upon St. Paul, Pag. 9 in theſe Words. 
only we had hope, meu would realy be more miſerable than Beaſts ; aud the 
beſt of men often the moſt miſerable. But it is impoſsible to imagine that 


a God of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs: ſpould diſtribute miſery and happi- 
neſs ſo unequally and abſuraly. It remains, therefore, that good men haue 


a well. grounded hope in another Life, and are as certain of à future Re- 
compence, as they ave of the Being aud Attributes of God. God forbid it. 
ſhould be otherwiſe ! but God torbid they ſhould build their Aſſuranco 
of it on ſuch Aſſertions as theſe, 
fore this, ſeriouſly maintain'd by any Perſons of Virtue and Underſtand- 
ing; much leſs, to have been ſolemaly dictated as Undoubted I. ruth W 
the Pulpir, and built upon the Authority of an Apoſile. 


The Reſult of the whole is this: The Apoſtle ipeaks of Chriſtians pro- 5 


felling Faith in Chriſt: You ſpeak of Perſons practiſing the Moral Pre- 
cepts of Religion. Ihe Apoſtie ſpeaks of the Condition of ſuch chriſti⸗ 
ans in a ſtate of the moſt bitter Perſecution. Yeu ſpeak of the Condition 
of virtugus Perſons in the ordinary courſe of God's Providence. 
poſite deſigns nothing by his Aſſertion and Suppoſition, but co ſhame thoſe - 
ignorant unwary Profeſſors of Chriſtianicy out of their Denial of a Gene- 
ral Renee You on 2506 orgy RAY from © have . nar and. 


If in thus liſe 


which | know not to have been ever be» 
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of the Aroftle , the Proppſitions, and Argument, which you have been 
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Aﬀertions , an abſolute Argument for the Certainty of a Future State, 


| Having thus ſaid what is ſufficient to ſhew how foreign from the Deſign 


plea ed to fix upon Him, are; I proceed now, as I propoſed, 
III. To endeavour to make you ſenſible that the Doctrine you have 


delivered. according to your own Explication of it, is as falſe in it ſelf, as 
It is ic mote from the Intention of St. Paul: And this I ſhall do, by offer- 
ing to you ſome Obſ.rvations upon yonr manner of proceeding in the Ar- 
gument you have undertaken. : ON re: 33 
Vour Poſitions are theſe, in your own Words, That were zhere no Life 


= after this, Firſt, Men would realy be more miſerable than Beaſts ; and, 


; ſations: 


Secondly , The beſt ven would be often the moſt miſerable ; I mean, as 
far as Happineſs or Miſery are to be meaſured from pleaſing or painful Sen- 
And ſuppoſing the preſent to be the only Life we are to lead, 1 
be eſteemed the true meaſure of them. In theſe 
Words yu declare, as plainly as one could expect from any Chriſtian Di- 
vine. tha, ſuppoſing no Life after this, the Practice of Virtue would not 


fee not but that thu might 


be the Happineſs of Man , but the Purſuit of thoſe Bodily, Pleaſures which 
the Beats are capable of enjoying: An Opinion, which whatever Chri- 


ftians may think of it, the beſt of the Heathen Philoſophers would have 
_dereited ; I was going te ſay, and the worff likewiſe ; For I may ven- 


ture to affirm that Epzcurns himſelf was far from ſpeaking at this rate 
concerning Virtue, tho' he abſolutely deny d not only a Future State, but 


the Superintendency of any wiſe Providence over this. And theſe Poſitions 


So 
that, upon the review, it ſeeme* evident that you have miſtaken the 
Ation it ſelf which the Apoſtle layerh down ip the Text ; the Perſons 
co:c.rnng whom He intends it; the Times to which He manifeſt'y limits 
it; and he Conc uſion which He deſign d ſhould be drawn from it. 


you maintain without once ſuppoſing ſuch a ſtate of Perſecution, - as the 


| Apoſile pointed at: But with reference to rhe moſt quiet and proſperous! 


Condition of this Life; ſuppoſing throughout the whole Man to be that 


* 


after you have unde taken the Proof of theſe Uudeabred Truths, you 


. It hath a very ttrange appearance 
Unadoubted Truths, which cannot be true unleſs that Not ion be fo, on which 


Eur, to procecd to my Ob ſe wat ions, 


* 


they are entirely founded, viz. That Happineſs and a Kd iu this ſtate 
are te be meaſured by pleaſirg and painful bodily Senſations; and that 


| ſhould not fay the leaſt word for the Proof of that on which only they can 


be tounded 5 bur rake that jor granted which is the main Foint jn Diſpute, 
| and liy to the Demonſtration of 7247 , which ſignifica nothing withour 


_ 3 
/ 


ame rational Creature he is now; and ſuppoſing your good Man to be a 
good Chriſtian ; not omy to know God, but to have the preſent Support 
of the Belef of a Future State, and that firm Ex pectation of Rewards ſuch, 
an one oughit to have. You ſuppoſe him to lead a Life of Virtue. upon 
ſuch Morives, and yet you poſitively affirm that the Beats and Wickedeft 
cf Men enjoy here below a more entire and perfe# Happineſs than this 
good Man even in the moſt quiet and proſperous Condition of this Life. 


— 
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- i j2ving firſt demonſtrated the Truth of the other. This, I ſay, is a very | 
o Ora [ 


trange way of proceeding in ſo important a matter as this. . 

2. It is likewiſe as unaccountable, that in making the Compariſon firſt 
tween Men and Beaſts , and then between the, Beſt and the Worſt of Men, 
ou ſhould not once mention any ſingle Inſtance, of the Excellence of the 
ormer above the latter, This certainly might be expected at your hands, 
hen you undertook to ſtate this Point to conſider all things on all ſides 
before you determine on which part the greateſt Happineſs lies, in an 


Ve ate, This indeed is but the Continuance of the former way of Procedure. 

as Burt one would have thought, that even ſuppoſing no othe ſtate after this, 

er. Wt were ſome Advantage to be made capable of knowing God, of imitating 

- im, of ſeeing Him in his Works, of ſtudying and finding out Truth. 

„ e would have thought that the Pleaſures of true Learning, and found 

ife Woe ; the Pleaſures of Friendſhip, and honeſt Society; of interchang- 

"a, ng mutual Good-Offices ; of contributing to the Eaſe and Happineſs of 

95 or Fellow- Creatures; and of the Practice of many Virtues wich are Hap= 
* ineſs it ſelf, might haven been worth the mentioning : Not to ſay, might 

1,88 ave been accounted by you far beyond the Pleaſures of Senſe even in this 

ef late. But it ſeems theſe are nothing in themſelves, when compared with 
he noble Pleaſures which the Beaſts ſo freely enjoy. And yet one thing 
ot ethinks ſo naturally offer'd it ſelf upon this Head, that it cou'd hardly 
ich BW ſ:ape the Obſervation of one who places ſo much Happineſs in ſuch things | 
i Wiz. that Men have a liberty of enjoying the Bodily Pleaſures with Tem- 
VE Perance, and under ſome reaſonable Reſtraints; as well as the Beaſts; 
en- nd beſides this, enjoy thoſe Advantages before - mentioned. 
= 3. It is again wonderful, that you ſhould not think it worth your while 


o mention any fingle Diſadvantage either of Beasts, in their being made 
0775 holy uncapable of theſe God-like Satisfactions; or of wicked Men, in 
the de Proſecution of their Luffs aud Paſffons. What ? Is it of no account 
oUS* bat wicked Men follow their Inclinations, even upon your own Suppoſiti- + 
hat dn, in contradiction to their Reaſon ? Or, Is this an happier ſtate than 


a o follow Reaſon, and imitate God, in coatradiction to Inclination? Doth - 1 
ort ot the latter necs ſſarily leave the Man in a more happy preſent ſtate than 1 
ach, \ he former? Or, Are thoſe Laſhes of Conſcience under which you ſup- 3 | 
don poſe the Wicked, of no manner of Conſideration? Is it ot no account, 
left | hat the Intemperare Purſuit of the Pleaſures rhe Wicked chule , deitroys © \ | 
his ven their own Deſign, and leads them into a thouſand Sickneſſes, Diltur- | ö 


bances, Perplexities, Deaths , which the Virtuous keep off by their Tem. 
perance, and Chaſtiry , and Command over their Appetites d ls it of no | 
account, that Envy, Malice, Revenge, Iaſatiable Detire of Riches, or 
onours, are preſent Unhappineſs in rhemfelves ; and that the Virtues 
ontrary to them are Inward Peace, and Harmony, and Quiet ? Is it of 

o account , that many Vices impair the Health, deftioy the Vigor of 
yOu | be Mind, haſten Death, ruin Eſtates, diſturb Families „reader Men the 
corn and Contempt of the good part of the World 2 And are not theſe 
ute, fertain Inconveniences, and Unhappincites in this preſent ſtate, and ſuch 
out $ WCre fit to be mentioned ? ls it of no account, that Wicked Men arg 
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5 as lable to Siekaek | a Afflidions as the Good, and want thoſe Sup. 


ports in them, which the Good , and Upright. upon your own Suppoli- 25 

tion, enjoy ; nay , that their very Succellcs in this World are very fre- en 

N quently the Occaficnn „and Iaſtruments, even of their preſent Ruin, her 

died Uohappineſs E And, why, I pray, ſhould all tnis be overlooked en 

% for the take of thoſe bruriſh Pleaſures in which they indulge” chemlclves, EY. 

| even bey ond the Example of Bea#s 1 her 

| 4. It is wondefully ttrange, that you ſhould not confider ; , that the rid 

. Chief Happineſs of any Being, io what ſoe ver ſtate it is, or ot what Du- WF" il 

Au ation ſveverits Life is, malt reſult trom the molt excellent #arr of e 

WW Conſtitution; that the Happineis of a Being made capable of imitating Ca 

God, tho' for never ſo ſhort a time, mult conwut in that imuarion ; that Hm, 

Virtue is the Imitation of God, and tneretoye muit be th. Happinels of Sta 

| Man : Tha: the Chief Happineſs of a reaſonable. Creature mult conuit in WF"? © 

„ living as Reaſon directs, whether he lives one Day, or to Eternity; em. 

| whether he lives in this Hate only, or in another atterwards_ ; whether * 

he harh Inclinations to the contrary , or not, provided they be ſuch a, 

may be conquered. For neither cau the time of his Duration, or the Mir! 

Tendency of ſuch Inclinations , alter any thing in this marter ; Unleſs ſm 

” make Virtue more difficult, which doth not deſtroy the Seelen of Neſen 

„ and pieſent Happineſs reſulting from it, but enhance and improve it. tent 

| Beſides on the other hand, the Practice of Vice, tho' it be with the emſe 

Iaclination, yer is againſt Reaſon, and Conſcience, upon your own. Hy- aſp 

potheſis; 7; and leads the Man to greater Diſquier , and Uuhappinels , than [cer 

is implicd in reſiſting a preſent laclination when Reaſon and Conſcience di- 1 

rect. lt is very ſtrange likewiſe , that you ſhould not conlider that the * a6 

F Pleaſures , and good things of this Life properly fo called, and true Hap- g 5 

N pinels in this Life . are two very different things; that they are mach nw 

i oftner ſeparated than united; and that they who purſue t the former within "ny 

Wh. the Bounds of Religion, have ulways molt of the. latter, in the ordinary Ml” 

FAR Courſe of this World, to which your Poſitions are adapted. ave t 

. 5. On the other hand; it is equally ſtrange, that you ſhould not 4 

I conſider the Conſequences of ſuch a Principle as you buiid upon; that x 

PB upon your Suppoſition the Imitation of God. tho' it do not expoic to any N! 

1% conſiderable external Calamities, is not to be compared for Happineſs to . 

Fi . the greedy purſuit of che Beſtial Pleaſures , or the Riches , and Houours A 

bk. of this World ; that ſuppoling Maz and Beaſp both immortal in this tate, 8 

I it had been eligible to have been made a Beaſt rather than a Man; or to this L 

. be tne molt Vie bed. than the molt Virtuous of Men ; that Virtue doth e 

bs, not in its own Nature tend ſo much to the Happineſs of Man in the moſt . 

3% quiet ſtate of this World, as the Beſtial Enjoy ments puriu'd even agaiplt 8 0 

Tl the Dictates of eee £ and under the Apprehenſion of a future Rec- 7 a 

9 - koning. | might name many more Abſurdities, coincideat with. theſe, "SY 

% which follow from your Principle as you appear to have under ſtood it your 

Ll ſelt. But theſe arc ſufficient to deter any han from maintaining it; And 1 , 

4.00 I here mention them , uot to charge racm upon Yow . but upon your Di. e 
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It is likewiſe navecougtitile , that you ſhould not 14 the bad 
uences ſuch Poſitions muſt have upon ſome Men ; and the no Service 
hem to any good Purpoſes. For by this performance of yours you 
e unwarily put more into the Mourhs of licentigus Perſons than they 
r yet generally contended far: It having been often owned by many 
hem; that the ſteady pradlice of Virtue is more eligible even in this 
vrid , than the contrary, ànleſs in a ſtare of bitter Perſecution; if 
r there was br can be a Perſecution merely for the ſake of the Moral 
tues of- any Perſons ; which I much queſtion, / Whereas Du ſuppoſe 


* of Per ſeeution and yet concede to them, or rather contend for. by 


„ that the Practice of Vice tends to greater Happineſs ( ſuppoiing 
de but the preſent ) than the ſtrict Pratice of Virtue, - Your Pon- 
ns deprive the Cauſe of Virtue of a very good and proper Argument to 
ommend-it to the Trya! of any Perſons who are Strangers to it, vis, 


2 ; that it will more conſult the Eaſe of their Minds, the Health ot 
ir Bodies, the Preſervation , and Increaſe of their Eſtates, the Eſta- 
ſhment of their good Name; all which are, in their ſeveral degrees, 
eſent Happineſs, Your Doctrine robs even Chriftiavity it ſelf of an ex- 
llent Argument, wiz. That the Moral Virtues it recommends, are in 


emſelves infinitely preferible ro the Vices contrary to them; and much 


ore conducive to the preſent Happineſs of Man, as well as to his future. 
ſeems to contradict ſeveral Texts of Scripture, which declare at leaſt thus 
that, in the ordinary Courle of God's Providence, the Virt uous 
lan doth more truly enjoy Happine(s even in this Life , than the Wicked, 
nd it gives a wide e . ment to Men who have no Faith , or a verx 
zak one concerning Future Rewardi, to diſturb Human Socicty by their 
ordinate Purſuit of the Beſſial Pleaſures: Which one Conſidaration , F 
hiok , ſufficient to have prevailed with any true Lover of the Public to 
ave buried ſuch Thoughts as theſe in perpetual Darkneſs, For whatever 
legree of preſent Happineſs the proſecution of Men's Lufs and Paſſions 
nay bring to themſelves, it is manifeſt it teuds to the Diſturbance, Une 
appineſs, and Ruin of Human Society much mone than the Practice of 
irtue : And mcthinks this a very good Argument chat it cannot be the 
greateſt Happineſs of any particular Perſons in this Life.. To counterba- 
ance theſe pernicious Effects, I cannot call to mind one ingle good Effect 
this Doctrine can have. I am ſure the Lertainty of a Future Stare ſtands 
in nced of no ſuch, Supports as this. Phil ſphers aſſerted it, whilſt they 
ſtienuoully maintained that the Practice of Virtue was infinitely proferits 
to Vice even without Jooking beyond this preſent ſtate; tho you, arg! 
pleaſed to fix the contrary upon them. And ſo may Chriffians : For I 
know not that our Lord hath changed the Tendencies of things, or detra- 
tied any thing from the Aimableneſs, or preeſent Happineſs of Virtue, 
His Reſurrection from the Dead, and the Aſſurances of a Euture State, 
which He cor firmed by n Miracles, added to the Preſumptions 
of Realon; are ſufficient to ſatisfy all who are willing ro liſten io Truth. 
And if — be not, 0 muld be of an odd Compolition , ho. ate induced 
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at it will contribute even to their preſent Happineſs much more than . 


; _ 


15 Thus, 


7 3 3 into it; 


* R 
| | (i 12 Y | #4 
20 \belieye that virtue mall be rewarded in another Lit, becauſe it is not 
in its own Nature fo great an Happineſs ra Man in this ſtate, as the Proſe. 
cut ion of the Beſtial Pleaſures ; becauſe Beaſts , and Profligare Sinners, 
enjoy more entire and perfect Happineſzi in this ſtate than the moſt Virtu- 
tuous Men, even ſuppoſing them in a ſtate of Proſperity „and outward 
Quiet. I have heard indeed the Advantages of ' Beaſts above Men in the 
Enjoyment of Bodily Pleaſures inſiſted on, to make Men aſhamed of making 
ſuch Pleaſures their main End, and to make them ſenſible they are not the 
Happineſs of Man, whether there be another Life, or no. I have heard 


the Sufferings and Afflictions of many good Men here below, made an Ar- 


8 gument that in another ſtate, all the Virtuous ſhall have the Outward as 
well as Inward Tokens of God' s Favour, | But I never yet heard, nor ever 
expected to hear it from a Pulpit, That ( ſuppoſing no ſtate after this,) 


the Beſtial Life was truly more happy, and conſequently more eligible | 


than the Virtuous Life: Or, that the Practice of Vice in its own Nature 
tended to make Men more happy in all ſtates of this Life, than the Practice 
of Virtue: And this under the ſpecious Title of an Argument for a Future 
State, which needs not ſuch Supports, 
ſuch Principles, as do ſo highly reflect upon that Virtue which is the Imi- 
tation of the moſt perfect, and moſt happy of all Beings. * 
7. It is extremely unaccountable that in proving your Poſitions, you 
ſhould make uſe of ſuch Arguments as realy prove the contrary to what 
vou deſign; 
| tor Inſtance you repreſent it as the preſent Unhappineſs of Man 
chat he is under the Checks of Reaſon, and Reflexion; that he hath'a 
Notion of 2 Superior Good, and an Higher End than the Beſtial Pleaſures, 
to which he is ordained ; and Preſages of a Future Reckoning: And the 
contrary , the Happineſs of Beaſts above him. Whereas all wife Men have 
| hitherto taught that theſe were his glorious Privileges, not his Infelicities; 


that it is * greateſt preſent Happineſs to know God, to underſtand his | 


Nature, ee by Reaſon and Conſcience to imitate his Moral Per- 
fections, e under the Apprehenſion of a Future State, and of being 
and to be kept by this means within he Bounds that 
| _ Reaſonable G ought to wiſh for, and not to lament. This is 

pleaſant in the Practice, as it is agreeable to our moſt Excellent Part. 
And highly delightful in the Review. In the ordinary Courſe of things, 
it keeps off a great many Temporal Evils, and gives the Man that Rational 
Happineſs, *hich is infinitely bey ond the Brutal. 5 8 
As for the Dread of Death, 
great meaſure from this e who believe 2 Future State: And you 


ſuppoſe Mankind here ro be under the Apprehenſion of à Future State, and 


yet quote him to prove them in Bondage to that Dxead. Accordingly we 
nd that many of the beſt Hearhens were ſo far from being made perpe- 
tually miſerable by the Dread of Death, that they could look upon it with 
ſome degree of Satisfaction, merely thro! that Belief hey had, of 2 fu- 
ture and. better ſtare. And. lurely , , therefore ,.this is nat ſuffcient to 
| Knee the preſeat eppes, of cha belt of den below that a Og 


« | "1 


and. ought not to be believ d u pon 


and effectually over-turn what you are labouring ro-eſtabliſh, | 


S. Paul (himſelf reckang vhs delivered i in. 
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nuch lik chat of the beft Chri From 1 whden yet nnd others you un- 
ertook to prove more miſerable than Beaſts „ D. no Future State: 
ut ſomething might have been thought of, in their Condition, ſufficient 


» counterbalatice this fingle Evil. Nay , I know not whether Mankind 


ould not run themſelves into much greater preſent Evils, and Miſeries, 


ere they free from this Apprehenſion , than they do now they are under 
„ Beſides, the Pleaſures it moſt! affects, and ſpoils, are thoſe of the 
Vicked, who are moſt terrify d with this Apprehenſion. And therefore 
f this be of ſuch Weight, in order to prove Men more miſerable than Beaſts 


88 2 
g 
„ 


this World , it will help to deffroy your ſecond Poſition , and prove 


Vicked Men, who are moſt alarm'd by ir, much more miſerable than 
he Good and Virtu6us, | 


Again , You place the Happineſs of Beaſts above Men in this , That | 


1 their Fruitions they are carried no farther than Nature directe, aud 
2ave eff at the point at which Exceſs would grow troubleſome , and ha- 


ardous : And under your next Head you eſtcem it the Unhappineſs of 
:00d Men that they govern their Appetites, and the contrary the Hap- 
neſs of the Wicked. Nov, if it be the Unbaprineſs of Men in general, 


nder your firſt Head, that they proceed i in Pleaſure to troubleſome, and 


azardous Exceſſes, this will prove it the Unhappineſs of Wicked Men, 
nder your ſecond Head, that they do not govern their Appetires , bur go 
n to great Exceſs in their Corporeal Enjoyments - and give 2 vaſt Ad- 


ife with Temperance. 
Poſition , concerning the prſent Advantages of the Beaſts above Men , af- 


ets. only the Caſe of the Wicked Part of Mankind; which only it is thas N 
njoys Bodily Pleaſure to Exceſs, or that finds any ſuch Torment in the 


antage to Good Men above them, who enjoy all the good things of this 
But indeed all that you ſay in proof of your fir 


Knowledge of God, or in the Apprehenſion of a Future State, as is ſuf- 


icient to render any Beings more miſerable than they would be without 


heſe. And the Righteous Man having no Torment from his Conſcience, 
r his Principles, comparable to the Supports he hath from them: All 
his manifeſtly deſtroys your ſerond Poſition, and as plainly ſets Him a- 4 


ove the Wicked Man in point of preſent Happineſs „as it e the 


linger below the Beal. Ns 


Again , You repreſent it as the unhappineſs of Good Men i in this Srate- 
above the Wicked , that they are obliged by their Religion to be moderate 
in the uſe of whorldly Pleaſures \; to keep their lower Appetites in due 
ubjeRion to their Reaſoning Powers ; to fet Bounds to their Defires after 
diches, and Honours; and to be contented i in whatſoever State they are; 
ind as the Happineſs of wicked Men above them , that they permit them- / 
Ares to act contrary to the good Man in theſe Caſes. Which is juſt as 
if you had argued in others Words., The virtuous Man is obliged by hie 
Religion to be more eaſy, and happy within than the Wicked ; Aberefore 
heis more unhappy. What is it to bound our Defires in this World, with. 
reſpe& to the Riches and Honours of it, but to be without thoſe Racks and 
Tortures which the covetous and ambitious Men continually feel? And, 
ors all, what i is it ade en to be contentgy, bur to * to * 
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bappy? Let do we here find 


e et do we here find the poor unhappy good Man condemned, y 
more miſcrable than his Nezghbowr , becauſe he is leſs covetous, leſs am. 
1 bitious, and more contented than he Again, What is it to be obliged 
8 to be humble, to be meek, to be placable, and eaſy to forgive, but to 
= be withont thoſe Tormenrs , and Uneaſineſſes, Pride , and Haughtineſ, 
and Revenge carry along with them-? Net you are pleaſed to reckon this 
alſo part of the good Man's preſent Unhappineſs, that he is bumble, and 
. eaſy to forgive; i. e. that he is good-natured ; not inwardly diſcom. 
poſed, and ruffled; not carried beyond himſelf into a thouſand Incon- 
veniences by his turbulent Paſſions. And becauſe this Temper ſometimes 
may incite wicked Men to injure him (tho it oftener melts them into a 
fort of Goodneſs, and doth not hinder hπ¹m from any Self- defenſe , or 
© Legal Redreſi, therefore is he ſet forth as unhappy ,. becauſe he is eaſy 


to forgive; and, in the mean while; thoſe innumerable Flagues that 

are inſeparable from the Spirit of Revenge , and Prige ; and all that 
Train of temporal Evils , and Deatbs, that it is ſeen ro bring. along with 

it, are forgotten, as of no manner of account in this Cauſe. Neither 

zs there any thing ſaid here, of any account, hut that a good Man will 
ſometimes look ſingular, and be abuſcd in Words and Actions by the 
Wicked. Now this may be, and yet the wicked Wretch under the Laſhes 
ol his on enraged Conſcience , aud the Terrors of a future Account; in 
his unmanly flavery to Sin, and under che Tyranny of P ride, and Re. 
venge, and Coverouſneſs , muſt be incomparably more unnappy at pre- 
ſent, than this Good Man, who doth not meaſure his Happineſs by the 
| Opinion of the Wicked, and finds ar preſeftt , more than enough in the 
regular Practices of Vertue, to counterbalance ſuch an Inconvenience; 
much more in the proſpect, and belief of future Rewards, which you 

| ſuppoſe him to expect Nor do I believe the World ever to have been ſo 
corrupt ſince the Flood, but that in civiled Nations a Man may ſooner 
be reſpected and honbured tor his Moral Virtues . by the generality of 
Men, than affronted, and injured on their Account: And o a parallel 
Ob jection may be drawn from hence, againſt the Happineſs of the Wicked #20) 
| Man, that be will be forſaken , neglected, avoided, and condemned by Tou. 
the Beſt part ot Mankind. And then the Queſtion is, Whether chis doth. 
not counterbalance the Reproches of the Mic ked; Or, Whether the fugs 
conſtant Neglect, and Contempt of Good: Men, be mare eligible than wi 
the Aﬀronts of ſome of the Wicked, whuch will ſometimes be the vir- 
„ tnons.Man's Portion. JA e 
Theſe are the demonſtrative Reaſons upon which you are pleaſed to the 
declare not only that Good Men are hinder d by their Principles from ſo is 
ee da of leaſure as Beaſis, and Wicked: Men, and expoſed l 


— 


> by them to greater Unbappineſſcs, and ſo are of all Creatures, in this itate, nor 
| the molt miſerable; but io plainer Words, p. 8. That the impious Mans Foys 80 
wo... thu fate, do upon the whole ext: ed t hoſe of the Upright; tho in truth By 


Tu have not been ſo impartial as to mention any of the Advantages of the wh 
prige ; ) and that the Beaſts of the Fields which ſer ve not God, and know , 
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m not, do here enjoy @ wore entire and perfalt Happineſothan the Lord: 
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ade in God's mn Image, to art. 


* 


tn lower Creation mas himſelf, 


mM 


e an adore Hime. Words, which I confeſs, I am almoſt aſhamed ro 


beat Whereas theſe very Reaſon, and what is included in them, arte 
tolly ſufficient to prove the contrary, that upon the whole, the Pleaſures 


and Happineſs of the Nir tubus Man, do in the ordinary courſe of G'O D's 


Providence, even in this Stare, exceed thoſe of the Wicked, and of the Brate. 


3. Give me leave to obſerye farther, That tho you are ſo favourable 
to the beſt of Men, in the Second of your Aſſertions, as to profets only , 
ro ſhew that they are often the moſt miſerable; you afterwards are pleas'd 


to change your Mind, and demonſtrate them always to be fo, and in alt 
ſtates of this Life; taking your main Proof of this, from that obligation 


to ſome particular Practices, ay. _—_ wa ne N any 
e ot Procedure W i 1 10 Ss verx | 


Condition of this Life. Another 
range, and auaccount ble. 


9 lt is likewiſe very unaccount 


i er. able, that you ould lay it down at 
firſt, and fix it upon the Apoſtle (p. 1.) That all other Sorts and Seffs | 


if men would evidently have the advantage of Chriſtians, and 4 marh 
ſaren Title to Happineſs, were there no other ſtate bur this; and afterwardis 
prove the preſen Unhappineſs of Good Chriſtians, from ſuchi Tupictr as - 


equally conclude againſt all Philoſophical Sects, which have been of aux 


account in the World. Did not the Peripatetics, the Stoics; nay; did 


not Epicurns himſelf reach the Government of our lower Appetites; the 
keeping our Defires within Bounds; the Virtue of Contentment ;-a Free- 
| ) 


dom, and Diſengagement from all diſcompoſing Paſſions : In fine, finds 
a Behaviour as often made their Followers fingular,- and expoſed them a0 


the Iffronts of the other part of the World? And if this be fo, what 


Advantages had the ſe SeFs over the Chriſtians, ſince they had all :thoſe - 


very Unhapprneffcs you have ſeen fit to fix upon the beſt of Chiytbians ? 
10. Laſt of all, I cannot but think it very ſtrange, that after youſhgve. 


ſy mmꝰd up your Argument, (p-s.) you ſhould fix it upon the antieurPhilaſor 


phers, as the bet gu n for a future State; which Mankind had 20 reſt 5 
on herbe the Chriſtian Revelation; and affirm, (p. 9.) That the only ſure 
Joundation of Hope, which the wiſeſt and moſt thoughtful men amongſt 


the Heathen pretended in this eaſe to have, was, from the con ſide ration 


ſeggeſted in the Text, as you have explain'd it; for fo to be fure you mean. 


% 


Whereas I do not think you can name one ſerious Philoſopher amongſt all 
the Antients, who ever ranghr that Man was more miſerable in this Lite 


than the Beaſts; or that the Belt of Men are render d more miſerable than 
the wieked, by the practice of Virtue, às you have explain d theſe two ; 


points, (p. 5, 6, 2.) or that the Impious man's Foys do, wpan the whole 


eccecd thoſe of the Upright; or that the Beaſts of the Field, which know _- 


nt God, enjoy a more entire and perfect Happineſs in thu ſtate than Man; 


nay, than the Beſt of Men in the moſt quiet and proſperous Courſe o 


God's Providence: Which are the Poſitions you have. underta ken to main- 


tan. Innumerable are the Paſſages in the wiſeſt of Heat hen Philoſophers, 


which are known abſolutely to contradict theſe Poſitions, and to carry the 
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preferable at preſent to the moſt proſperous and flouriſhing Condition, of ; 


$4. the Vicious. How unlikely, therefore, is it that they ſhould: make uſe c: 
An Argument for 2 Future State, the main Parts of which they always re. 


jected as falſe? And how una ccountable is it that you ſhould fix this ur 


on Them who do ſo frequently, and Zeeloufly — themſelves againſt ſuch | 


Poſitions ?. 


Theſe are the Conſiderations which I could not bur think proper tore 


| preſent to you upon this Occaſion, If you do not think them wholy fri- 
volous, or beneath your Reguard, you will judge it worth your. while to 
review you Sermon again. And that you may not reject them Woll 

without giving any farther Account of ſo important a Subject to the World, 


I folemnly aſſure you, that this Repreſentation proceeds from no other 


Principle, but a Deſire that the Truth may be known. in ſo important 2 


Matter; that the Cauſe of Virtue, which is the Cauſe of GO D, may not 
ſaffer thro' the Frailty of Men; and that you. may have a fair Occa- 


| fion, either of Explaining and Defending your Senſe, ſo as to rectify the 


3 


Mica kes, and remove the Prejudices of many ſerious Chriſtians, or of ac- 
Knowledging your Error, and joyning in the Confirmation of the oppo- 
ite Truth. All who haveany eſteem for yon, muſt needs lament that you 

have in this Sermon given your Adyerſaries ſuch an Handle to triumph 


over you. All who have any Reſpect for the 7 muſt lament that 
ſuch ſtrange Doctrine ſhould be recommended ro the World by one of that 


| Body. And all who have any Regard to the Honour of CHRIST, muſt 


lament to ſee it ſolemnly back d, and confirm d 15 che ee of a one 


of his poſtler, 


For my own part, 1 have not faid 8 [ think i it truly deſerdes z 3 Dor 


could Lif 1 wonld. But, I hope; I have ſaid enough to engage you to 


take 2 Second View of this Subject: And ſhall only therefore now commend 


; you r to the Direction * GOD's 9 83 and ſo bid Sos Ig, 


 Foremel d 


